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The Baptism of the Lord, Year A

PARISH NOTICES

SATURDAY 6.30PM, SUNDAY 9:30AM & 5.30PM MASS

GATHERING SONG HYMNS “AS ONE VOICE”
Come to the Water No. 74; Page 75
Christ be Our Light No. 3; Page 205
O Come All Ye Faithful No. 16; Page 166

PROCESSION OF GIFTS
One Bread, One Body

No. 129; Page 128
Hark the Herald Angle Sing

No. 171; Page 170

COMMUNION SONG
Come to the Feast
What a Child is This
When a Child is Born

No. 151; Page 151
No. 165; Page 164

Text Attached
FINAL SONG
Praise to You o Christ our Saviour No. 28; Page 31
Joy to the World No. 170; Page 169

WHEN A CHILD IS BORN

1. A ray of hope flickers in the sky

A tiny star lights up way up high

All across the land dawns a brand new morn
This comes to pass when a child is born

2. A silent wish sails the seven seas

The winds of change whisper in the trees

And the walls of doubt crumble tossed and torn
This comes to pass, when a child is born

3. Arosy hue settles all around

You got the feel, you're on solid ground
For a spell or two no one seems forlorn
This comes to pass, when a child is born

Spoken: And all of this happens, because the
world is waiting.

Waiting for one child; Black-white-yellow, no
one knows...

but a child that will grow up and turn tears to
laughter,

hate to love, war to peace and everyone to
everyone's neighbour,

and misery and suffering will be words to be
forgotten forever.

4. It's all a dream and illusion now,

It must come true sometime soon somehow,
All across the land dawns a brand new morn,
This comes to pass when a child is born.

Reflection by Greg Sunter

When Jesus approaches John for baptism, John
recognises him as the Messiah that John has
been preaching about, the one for whom he was
preparing the way. Recognising the significance
of the moment, John tries to reverse roles and
force Jesus into a superior role to himself. But
Jesus says let’s just do it like this for now and ‘do
all that righteousness demands’. In the gospel of
Matthew, whenever Jesus speaks about fulfilling
the demands of righteousness or doing what is
righteous, he is speaking about carrying out the
will of God; acting in accordance with the
covenant relationship between God and the
people.

It would have been easy for Jesus to accept
John’s offer to exchange places. In many ways
perhaps he would have liked to do so as a way of
acknowledging the great work John had done.
But part of the demands of righteousness that
Jesus needed to fulfil was to be the sort of
Messiah that did not sit within normal
expectations. Part of his fulfilment of God’s will
was to be a servant Messiah rather than a
powerful, avenging Messiah for which many of
the people hoped and prayed. To have
exchanged places with John would have been to
say, here | am, | am greater than John and | am
here to show you all the way. Rather, by
submitting to John’s baptism he does indeed
show the way — the way of humility and
gentleness. We are assured of the rightness of
Jesus’ actions immediately because, upon his
rising from the water, the voice of God affirms
favour and approval upon Jesus. In the first test
of his will, Jesus has acted in accordance with
the will of God.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Tuesday & Thursday
Wednesday & Friday

8.45am - 12.45pm
11.30am - 3.30pm

Legion of Mary meet Every Wednesday after
Mass at Coolibah Room (next to the parish office)
New members are welcome.

Contact ; Yves & Lisiane D’Argent

Mobile no# 0478077703

Prayerful Congratulations to
Patrick and Lona Sequira
on the celebration of their
42nd Wedding Anniversary
May God continue to bless you with love, faith,
and joy, and grant you many more years of
happiness together.

BAPTISM (Baptism requires a months’ notice)

Upcoming Baptism :

CHILDREN’S LITURGY OF THE WORD

St Elizabeth’s Parish invites Primary School children
between the ages of 5 and 12 to participate in the
Children’s Liturgy of The Word

Sunday 25% January 9.30 am at the School Library

Church Cleaning 17 Jan : Henny & Hardi

7 Feb : Rina, Clyde & Cheryl

Laundry January : Sheryn Disanayake

Activities : Children will actively participate by listening
to the Gospel reading, completing an engaging activity,
and later joining families in church

Contact : If there are any questions or concerns, please
feel free to contact Sarah or Sheryn on 0432734033

We need more volunteers for Laundry, Church
Cleaning & Flowers Arrangement,
Please contact Parish Office or Rina # 0420986896

ALTAR SERVERS
Please encourage your child/children/Boys/Girls
who have completed the sacrament of First Holy
Communion to volunteer as altar servers during
mass. Training will be given. Please contact ;
Cheryl; 0422724572 or Clyde 0407543561

MINISTERS’ ROSTERS

Thank you to all those who have kindly placed
their names on the Ministers’ Rosters. Your
generosity and willingness to serve are deeply
appreciated. We warmly invite and encourage
more parishioners—particularly Readers and
Commentators—to consider joining this important
ministry and to share their gifts in the service of
our parish liturgy.

Please be advised that Kate Robinson will kindly
conduct training sessions for new Readers and
Commentators, as well as refresher training for
existing ministers. All parishioners are welcome to
attend.

When: Sunday, 22 February 2026
Time: After the 9.30 am Mass

New ministers’ rosters will be available soon.
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STATUE OF OUR LADY OF FATIMA

The Legion of Mary is making the Statue of
Our Lady of Fatima available to visit your
home during 2026.

Parishioners who would like to have the
statue in your home for one week, please
kindly write your name and contact number
on the sign-up sheet available in the church
foyer.

PARKING NOTICE

Please be aware that for parishioners attending Mass,
we kindly ask that you park your cars in the designated
parking bays. Please do not park in front of the church
or school entrance. Let us all be mindful and considerate
of everyone’s safety.

Safeguarding Unit

Our commitment to Children and Young People. We commit to making our Church a safe place for children and
young people and protecting them from harm. Email: safeguardingunit@cam.org.au
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